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What Is It?

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) is a progressive, fatal nervous 
system disease of white-tailed deer, mule deer, elk, moose, and 
reindeer. 

Causative agent:  Prion (infectious protein) 



Distribution of CWD

South Korea - 2000

Norway - 2016

Finland - 2018



PrionSimplified





Note ñspongyò holes in brain



Clinical Signs

No clinical signs until very late 
disease stage

- Weight loss

- Drooling 

- Behavioral changes

- Hair/coat changes

- Droopy ears

- Lack of general awareness

The majority of all harvested CWD 
positive animals appear 
completely normal!!


